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To J.D. Vance,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Having read the Hillbilly Elegy, I find it interesting in the way that it brings out the idea of self-responsibility for one's life. At the time that many attribute equality and elimination of racism to the answer for the economic growth of America, your book brings another idea using the life of the people living in the hill country of eastern Kentucky. The Appalachians as explained by your book share the common Scots-Irish heritage. Through your personal life in Kentucky, it is clear that the problems that the Appalachians faced had nothing to do with the policies in the country.  What the issue of drugs use in Kentucky is a drawback in the economy and the general standards of living of the people. The book shows that it is time that people changed their view on societal problems. It was a time to shift the focus from the African Americans who many attribute their difficulties to negligence by the government. The book calls for a focus on the whites who were suffering but got little attention because of many whites because they are presumed to be the working class. Just as trump's ideas, your ideas bring out another way of thinking that may be unacceptable to people
Your story of joining the law school and having a chance to escape the poverty that affected the people in Silicon Valley is another demonstration why people need to be more responsible for their own lives. As much as the government is trying to provide everyone with the essential social amenities, the power lies in our hands to change our lives as demonstrated in your transformation after joining the law school. Throughout his campaign, Trump was talking to the people about being responsible for their lives, and he vowed to stop some charitable works by the American government.
During Obama’s rule, the focus of the government had changed from the American citizens to helping immigrants and donating funds to other countries in Africa and parts of Asia. By talking about the people in Silicon Valley, it was a wakeup call that the American citizens had been forgotten and the focus given to other people. Trump's agenda of the new America was about focusing more on the American citizens your book suggests.
The question that I have regarding your book is the fact that although race does not dictate the social class, the majority of children from the neglected parts of the states do not have access to enough textbook which denies them of the chance to take responsibility of their life. Just like Trump, your book does not pay enough attention to the effect that negligence of some regions may have on the whole society.   
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